High-risk behaviors and beliefs and knowledge about HIV transmission among school and shelter children in Eastern Europe.
The goal of this study was to determine sexual behavior, injecting drug use, knowledge and representations of HIV transmission among adolescents in Russia, Georgia, and the Ukraine. We conducted semistructured interviews on sexual behavior and structured inventories assessing knowledge of HIV transmission, sexual behavior and drug use, and social representations of the epidemic. Shelter children are more likely than school children to have had sex and injected drugs. Georgian school children are more likely than the other school children to have sex and inject drugs. Shelter children and Georgians are the most likely to hold mistaken representations about the epidemic. Particular groups (Russian and Ukrainian shelter children, Georgian school children) urgently require education about the risks of HIV/AIDS.